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last been gained might not be endangered by zealots on either
side. Could not England and Spain, the most powerful Pro-
testant State and the most powerful Catholic State, come to an
understanding on the simple basis of refraining from aggression?
Perhaps even with that policy of meddling which had not been
entirely renounced at Madrid, it might not have been altogether
impossible, but for the events which a few years later occurred
in Germany to reawaken the feverish antipathies of religious
parties. At all events, if Digby's advice had been regarded,
James would have found himself with his hands free, when the
crisis came, and would have occupied a position which would
have enabled him to mediate in reality as well as in